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In these cold shades, beneath these shifting skies, Where Fancy sickens, and where Genius dies; Where few and feeble are the Muse's strains, And no fine frenzy riots in the veins, There still are found a few to whom belong The fire of virtue and the soul of song.
Then, if some thoughtless Bavins dared appear, Short was his date, and limited his sphere; He could but please the changeling mob a day, Then, like his noxious labors, pass away; So, near a forest tall, some worthless flower Enjoys the triumph of its gaudy hour, Scatters its little poison thro' the skies, Then droops its empty, hated head, and dies.5
The same sentiment prevailed in Boston, where in 1807 a contributor to the Anthology declared "that in this land, where the spirit of democracy is everywhere diffused, we are exposed, as it were, to a poisonous atmosphere, which blasts everything beautiful in nature and corrodes everything elegant in art; we know that with us the 'rose-leaves fall ungathered'; and we believe, that there is little to praise, and nothing to admire in most of the objects, which would first present themselves to the view of a stranger."6
There was some justificatioa for the complaint that there was a dearth of intellectual and cultural achievements in the American Republic; but the conservative aristocrat's view that this was the result of such democracy as prevailed was not accepted by all men of letters. The conservative view stood in striking contrast to Freneau's and Barlow's apostrophes to the genius-nourishing qualities of a democracy.
The Attack on the New Ideas of Sex and Race Equality
The counterattack on the values of the Enlightenment and the fervid expression given them by the French Revolution did not stop with the attack on democracy. The idea, dear to the Enlightenment, that women
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